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Appellant' Coemplainant Ashanul lslam
Respondent : The SPIO, Ofo the Principal, Sapatgram College Dist- Dhube,
Assam.
Date of heaning : 09.01.2024
Second Appeal/Complaint
heard by : Shiri Bhaskar Jyol Mahanta, IPS (Retd.)
State Chief Infarmation Commissioner, Assam
CRDER
10-01-2024

The petitioner Ashanul Istam is present It appears from the RTI petition which was
addressed to the SPID, Ofo the Inspector of Schools, DDC, Dhubri vide letter dated
19.12 2022 that the information are askod for by the pelitioner n the aofficial letter head of sa
called "RTI Karmi Sanstha”. In his averment the pelticner states that this particular "RTI Karmi
Sanstha” Is not registered. The SPIO, Ofo the Principal, Sapaigram College |5 present.

On perusal of the RTI pelition 1| Is found thal the Information peraining to differant
aspec!s of the collepe has been azkad under 19 nos. of heads which include land details, case
no. and case detals and hearing details of any employee of the College since the date of its
inception in the coun and with the police, Xerox copies of all the public complaints against the
Principal. professors, clerks or any other employees, all the TADA bilis of all the employees,
all the appaintment letlars, all the details of power, nghis elc of eazh of the officials of the
College, all the utilisation certficates, annual repors, technical commities reporl, bank
statement, cash book elc of the college from 2016 1o 2020, all the work order copios, the
scholarship given 1o all the students from 2000 to 2022, receipt of money from students duning
the admission, all the minutes and resolutions of the Govemning Body from 2047 to 2022, all
the details of private students, all the detalls of students who have been enrclied, coples of
receipt of money during admission, delails of return of eaution monay 1o all the students pig
ele.

Tha SPIO glving instance of point MNo. 7 and 9 has staled thal there are more than
3000 students in the College and if he has lo get details of each of the student more than
15.000 nos of copies have to be researched and phatacopiod o be handed over to the
petivoner only o respond o two points of the BT guoerdes. To do research of such volurminoes
docurmants huga manpower would bo requirod 1o gve reply to the RT| petition and that the
college does nol have spare man power lo raspond 1o such veluminous gquerles, He also
slaled that | would be perhaps easier (o give reply 1o specific queries of imited nature,

The relevant fle indicales that tha petitionor has moved for the 1* Appeal 1o the FAA
Ovo the District Commissioner, Dhubr on 04.03 2023,

The Commission is in receipl of a leller fram the SPI0, OVo the District Commissioner,
Dhubn which states that the matier was translamed to the Inspector of Schools, DDC, Dhubn
vide DC office lefter dated 14.03.2023. The same peliion was transferred again by the
Inspector of School's office 1o the Principal of the Sopatgram College on 10 04,2023, Not
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receiving any information the petitioner finally moved this Commission for 2™ Appeal on
12,05.2023.

Al Ihis point the Commisslon would like to refer to the judgment of the Hon'ble

Suprame Court in respect of Central Board Of Sec. Education vs Aditye Bandopadhyay & Ors,
in which the Hon'ble Suprema Courl has stated as follows:

"The Act should not be allowed to be misused or abused, to become a toal to obstruct the
national development and integration, or to destroy the peace, tranguility and harmany among its
citizens. Nor should It be converted into a tool of oppression or intimidation of honest officlals
striving to da their duty. The nation does not want a scenario where 75% of the staff of public
authorities spends 75% of their Hme in collecting and furnishing information to applicants instead
of discharging their regular duties. The threat of penalties under the RTI Act and the pressure of
the authorities under the RT| Act should not lead to employees of 3 public autherities prioritising
‘information furnishing', at the cost of their normial and regular duties,”

The Commission obzarves that the RTI petition has been filed in @ manner which Is not
In conscnance with the RTI Act, 2005, The pelition is fumished in a body of an unregistored
organization which cannot be deemed as a cilizen of tha country. In additlon the amount of
information asked for Is so voluminous that to give reply to this RTI petition 75% of the staff will
have to ba continuously engaged In 75% of the teaching time of the College officlals. It would
adversely Impact the basic activity of teaching in the College.

In view of the Hon'ble Supreme Court's order mentioned above and the ohservation
thereof the Commission disposes this petltion. If the petiiloner so desires he can file another

RTl petton as a citizen of the country and ask specific questions which is not veluminous in
nature,

With the above observations, the Commission disposes of the 2™ appeal petition dated
12-05-2023. .
Signed by
Bhaskar|yoti Mahanta

Dale: 10-01-2024 14:02:03
Shrl Bhaskar Jyatl Mahanta, IPS {Retd.)
State Chief Information Commissioner,
Assam,
Aulhenticated true copy

Signed by
Mitales ka bha_lrar _
ASTRTE N9 iR £ mison
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Memo No. 33691 1/{LPRYE/2023/17-A Did. 10-01-2024
Copy to:
1. The SPIO, O/o the Principal, Sapalgram Collega Dist- Dhubri, Assam, 783337 for
information,

2. The First Appellate Authority, Ol the District Commissioner, Dhubri, Assam, 783301 for
Infarmation.

3. The AppellantComplainart, Ashanul Islam, Sfo Fulchan Al, Vil & P.O, Tulsibil, Dist
Kokeajhar, BTR, Assam, 783337, Ph- 76368358592, Email- ashanul252@gmall.com far
informaltion.

4. Computer Section for uplbading the order in the Website.
5. Office File.

e-signed

Registrar
Azgam Information Commission
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